PAGE  
5
“A Terminal Diagnosis”      Text – Romans 1:18-20       OT Reading – Ezekiel 7

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Imagine the following scene:
You are a member of a medical ethics committee and you are watching a video of a recent doctor/patient consult at a doctor’s surgery.  
· A few days ago, a patient had come to see his doctor complaining of some stomach pain and the appropriate tests were run.  
· And the results came back and it is bad news.  There is a massive cancer tumour that is just a real mess.  But there is hope.  With surgery and treatment, there is a good chance of removing the cancer so that the patient need not die.  
· And so, the doctor has called the patient back and sat him down, but before he can say anything, the patient says, “HeyDoc, I’m actually feeling much better.  The pain has gone and I have a lot of energy.  So, it was probably just an upset stomach or something I ate, I guess.  So sorry to have bothered you and taken up so much time, but I better get back to work ‘cause I’m way behind.  So thanks and bye for now.”  
· And the doctor replies, “OK, Fred.  You seem pretty sure about it all.  I’m glad you’re feeling better.  Have a good day.”  And off Fred goes, cancer and all.
Now, it is your job to decide whether this doctor has acted ethically and professionally with this patient.

· So, you’ve got Fred, who although he thinks he is healthy actually has a massive cancerous tumour which will soon kill him if left untreated.
· And you’ve got the doctor who has failed to tell Fred the truth about his condition.  

What are you going to do?  

IS there no problem here because Fred said he feels fine?
Or, does this doctor need to be censured because he has spectacularly failed to do what any decent doctor should have done – and that is to tell Fred the truth about his condition; that he is actually very terminally ill?
Well, it’s pretty obvious, isn’t it.  It’s the second option – Because the doctor knows the truth about Fred’s condition, he must tell Fred how serious this is.  But what he has done instead is to agree with a patient’s inaccurate self-diagnosis.
Well, when it comes to the condition of the soul, sadly, there are many non-Christians out there who are like Fred.  They think that they are basically good people who are on the way to heaven.  
And the truly sad thing is that even if they come into contact with those who call themselves Christians, there is a chance that they still might not hear the truth about their spiritual condition.  

They might hear nothing at all.

They might hear that they are right and that they just need to be good people who do good things.

They might hear about Jesus but only in the sense of Him giving you health and wealth and a wonderful marriage, or a sense of community, etc.  That’s the ‘life is better with Jesus’ gospel.
Or they might hear that if you pray this prayer, your place in heaven is secure.  
But none of that measures up to what the Bible reveals about the soul’s condition as we find it here in Romans 1:18-20.    

And we find, first of all, that it is a terminal diagnosis.
1. The Book of Romans is about the gospel.  And gospel means? good news.  And the good news is revealed in vv16-17 where we learn that the gospel is “the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”  Salvation comes though the preaching of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen.
2. The toddler question: Why?  Why is this gospel necessary?  Why is the message of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, good news?  Why do we need salvation?  
3. Well, if I was to come to you and say that oranges are juicier than bananas, and you were not sure I was right, I would have to prove my point or explain my claim, right?  And I would do this with sentences that begin with words like ‘because’ or ‘for.’  Oranges are juicier than bananas because … ‘because’ and ‘for’ are ‘proving words.’  And if you look at vv16 all the way through to 3:20, you will see that Paul uses the words ‘because’ and ‘for’ quite a lot.  His central claim or his main point is vv16-17: “I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for salvation because it reveals the righteousness of God,” and then he proves his claim or supports his claim in the verses that follow with ‘because clauses’ and ‘for clauses.’  
a. And v18 begins the explanation of why the gospel is necessary.  And while we don’t see the words ‘because’ or ‘for’ in our NIV versions, the Greek word that we usually translate as ‘for’ is there at the beginning of v18.  And all the other English versions include it.  So v18 is the answer to the question that v17 left us with.  It is necessary for God to make us righteous “for the wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness.”  
i. Sinners need salvation; sinners need the righteousness of God because they “suppress the truth by their wickedness” which leads them into ungodliness and unrighteousness. 

A. Because we are unrighteous, we need the righteousness of God.  
B. And we are unrighteous because we “suppress the truth by their wickedness.” 
b. Well, we then want to know what that means; what that looks like.  Paul, how do men suppress the truth by their wickedness?  
i. And Paul answers this question in vv19-20.  And again, the Greek word we usually translate as ‘because’ is right there in the Greek at the beginning of v19.  So we can put a ‘because’ there at the beginning of the verse: Men suppress the truth by their wickedness “because that which is known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”
A. God has revealed Himself in His creation.  He has made Himself so plain that to deny Him is inexcusable.  To ignore God or to deny God is to suppress the truth.
B. You see, God is not a hidden God who does not want to be known or worshipped; a God that cannot be found because He is too mysterious or far away or hard to comprehend.  No, He is a God of revelation.  He is a God who is plainly and clearly and obviously there because He reveals Himself.  

C. Boys and girls, I am sure you have played hide and seek many times, yes?  

1) Well, sometimes, you play with a person who does not want to be found.  And so, they find the most obscure and impossible places to hide.  

a) In fact, I heard the other day that the world hide and seek champion from 1987 was so good, that they still haven’t found him!  

2) But there are other times when you play hide and seek with someone, usually a child, who actually wants very much to be found.  They love being found.  And so, they either don’t hide at all and just cover their own eyes or they poke their shoes out under the curtain or they giggle so much that where they are is obvious.  

D. Well, in terms of this illustration, God is the one who wants to be found.  And in actual fact, He is not playing hide and seek at all.  His whole creation says, “Here I am!” 

1) What does the Psalmist say in Psalm 19? “The heavens declare the glory of God.  The skies proclaim the work of His hands.”  

a) Some of you will have seen Louis Giglio’s DVD, Indescribable, which looks at the stars and how they proclaim God; incredible constellations and patterns that scream out in praise of God’s power and beauty and glory and eternality.

2) But we see the same under the microscope.  Think, for example, of the bombardier beetle.  It is a little beetle with a big weapon.  When threatened by a predator, it can shoot a poisonous fluid consisting of benzoquinones from two nozzles in its back-side.  And incredibly, this fluid is expelled at a temperature of 90 degrees Celsius!  And because the nozzles which shoot the liquid are moveable, the beetle can aim and hit its enemies with great precision.  And here is how this defense system works: The expulsion of the fluid is caused by a violent reaction of enzymes and hydrogen peroxide/hydroquinone solutions mixing together inside the beetle.  And to prevent accidental mixing, the enzymes and the chemical solutions are stored in two special chambers.  And even if the two substances should somehow mix, they both contain a special chemical called an inhibitor.  This prevents the explosive reaction from taking place.  But when the beetle wants to defend itself, it mixes a chemical called an anti-inhibitor into the substances, which cancels out the inhibitor chemical, and allows the substances to react.  And in actual fact, when the beetle defends itself in this way, what seems to be one large explosion is really a series of several smaller ones.  And this is because, if one large explosion occurred, the immense force would propel the beetle away like a jet rocket!  

3) Now, you just can’t evolve this.  You can’t go through all sorts of different chemicals until you find the right two that work, with the right inhibitors and anti-inhibitors.  You can’t try one big explosion and then many smaller ones.  It either all works or it doesn’t.  

4) And the same is so with an eye.  Just think about it for a moment.  How can a creature that cannot see and who therefore has no understanding of sight come up with the idea of sight and start work on evolving an eye-ball?  You either have an eye, that is complete and sees, or you have nothing.  

5) And all of this screams out GOD!  The God of creation!  To deny it is wickedness.  But of course, with unbelief, it doesn’t stop at denial.  
a) It’s like this: If you walked into my study – computer – username / phone – answer message / books – name inside cover / letters written to me, and letters I have written.  Photos of me and my wife and family – all sorts of signs that make it plain that this is my study.  
b) Now, if you want to convince yourself and others that this is not my study, what must you do?  You either ignore the evidence of me or you come up with other explanations for the evidence of me or you remove that evidence.  And this is what unbelievers do.  Look at v23 – they exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images – idols.  Atheism.  Man himself.  Evolution…  
c) So to deny this God or ignore him is absolute wickedness, and it leads to ungodliness and unrighteousness. 

c. And so, to summarize: Paul is not ashamed of the gospel … because it is the power of God for salvation … for it reveals a righteousness from God … which is needed for the wrath of God rests on every human being who suppresses the truth … And they do this because they refuse to believe in the God who has plainly revealed Himself in creation.
i. Unbelieving man is a wicked suppresser of the truth who is and who does that which is ungodly and unrighteous.  
ii. And that my friends is a terminal diagnosis.  And it is terminal because of what it deserves.  And we see that at the beginning of v18 – “The wrath of God.”
iii. Earlier, we read from Ezekiel 7.  The prophet brought words of warning and rebuke to the people of Israel.  Despite giving them His law in plain Hebrew, telling them exactly how He expected them to live, for years, Israel had ignored by walking in idolatry and immorality.  And so God spoke to the prophet and said, “Son of man, this is what the Sovereign LORD says to the land of Israel: The end!  The end has come upon the four corners of the land … I will not look on you with pity or spare you … I am about to pour out my wrath on you and spend my anger against you; I will judge you according to your conduct and repay you for all your detestable practices.”
A. The people of Israel had the revelation of God in creation and they had the revelation of God in the Law.  But they were ignoring God and so His wrath was about to rain down on them because of their wickedness.  
B. Well, we have the revelation of God in creation.  And we have the revelation of God in the law.  But we also have the revelation of God in Jesus.  God has come to earth in the person and work of Jesus.
1) Going back to my earlier illustration, if I was to come and find that you had ignored or removed all the evidence of me from my study, changed passwords and phone messages and scratched out my name from my books, and you were treating it like it belonged to you, I would have every reason to be angry.  Yes?  But if you were in my study and I walked into it and still you ignored me, I would have every right to be furious.  And if I were to tell you that all you needed to do was to get up and go out and all would be forgiven and still you refused, well, there is no telling what I would do!  
C. Well, God has made a planet, stamped every blade of grass and drop of water and animal and human with Made by God – Use it for my glory or you will be in big trouble!  

D. And He has given us an explanation of creation, the revelation of who He is and what He has done, and the truth about ourselves in – the Bible!

E. And He has come to us in Jesus, the one who died on the cross that our sins might be forgiven.  The one who said, “Come to me…”
F. But look now at 2:5ff: “But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.  God "will give to each person according to what he has done."  To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life.  But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.”
iv. You know, it was only in preparing this sermon that a key truth of this text became very plain to me.  You see, if you had asked me, before this sermon, what sinners need to be saved from?  I would have told you: Sin.  And perhaps that would be your answer also.  Jesus came to save us from our sins.  But that is not actually correct.  
A. Jesus came to earth to save sinners from the wrath of God against sin.
B. What sinners need to be saved from is the wrath of God against sinners.

Do you see then why the diagnosis for sinful man is terminal?  My friend, if you continue to suppress the truth about God, you will come face to face with the wrath of God. 
And believer, so long as your workmate or neighbour or fellow student continues to suppress this truth, he or she will come face to face with the wrath of God.  

But that is not so, as we close, if one takes hold of the Divine remedy.

You see, Paul was not coming to Rome to tell people that all hope was lost.  Paul was coming to tell people that there is hope in the gospel!  
And I am not here in this pulpit just to tell you that you deserve the wrath of God in hell.  
I am here to tell you that while God will justly judge those who do not repent, He has also provided a way for sinners to be reconciled to Him – Jesus Christ.  
God has poured out His eternal wrath on Jesus as he hung there on the cross, crying out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”   
And if you know yourself to be one who deserves God’s wrath, then take hold of the blood of Jesus today and be washed.  
Take hold of Jesus – the righteousness from God.

Believe in Jesus and you shall be saved!
And believer, rejoice again that God has made Jesus plain to you.  Don’t go out of this hall unchanged, resigned to committing the same sins of last week, this week.  Don’t trample underfoot the blood of Jesus that way.  Go out of here resolved to be holy, because your God is holy.
And take this gospel to your friends.  Just as if you knew they had cancer that could be cured, you would tell them both about the cancer and the cure, tell them that they will face the wrath of God in hell unless they believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.
